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Winter 1962 - 63

Winter 1962-63 over north-western Europe was an exceptionally cold and 

prolonged event lasting from late December 1962 until March 1963.

High pressure over northern Europe, 

fed cold east and north-easterly 

winds across Scandinavia, Northern 

Europe and the UK forcing 

temperatures down to around 5 

degrees Celsius below the normal, 

this pattern of weather was sustained 

for a little over two months.  

The cold spell was preceded by an 

arctic cold front crossing from the 

north over Christmas 1962, laying 

down a thick carpet of snow, that 

remained until early March

Met Office chart for 0600 26th Dec 1962 

Chart courtesy of The Met Office Daily Weather Summary
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Winter 1962 - 63

Winter 1962-63 over north-western Europe was an exceptionally cold and 

prolonged event lasting from late December 1962 until March 1963.

Throughout January and February, 

high pressure covered much of north-

western Europe, which continuously 

fed cold air from eastern Europe 

across a snow covered landmass. 

Temperatures remained significantly 

below average throughout January 

and February 1963.

Met Office chart for 0600 18th January 1963 
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Winter 1962 - 63

Compare 1962/63 winter across northern Europe

ïAverage temperature Nov-Mar

Amsterdam - SchipholAirport

Coldest 5 (Nov-Mar)

1965/66 -4.2

1969/70 -3.9

1962/63 -3.5

1995/96 -2.7

1986/87 -2.7

Berlin - Tempelhof

Coldest 5 (Nov-Mar)

1962/63 -1.6

1995/96 -1.1

1969/70 -0.7

1968/69 0.0

1984/85 0.3

Colder
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Winter 1962 - 63

Compare 1962/63 winter across northern Europe

ïAverage temperature Nov-Mar

Essen

Coldest 5 (Nov-Mar)

1962/63 -0.3

1978/79 1.3

1969/70 1.4

1995/96 1.5

1985/86 1.6

London - Heathrow

Coldest 5 (Nov-Mar)

1962/63 2.7

1952/53 4.2

1985/86 4.4

1961/62 4.5

1978/79 4.6


